Developing Your Vision
Vision is seeing by faith what God wants to do in your life. It is not only necessary to have a CLEAR vision, but also to be able to COMMUNICATE your vision to others so that they can CATCH a vision themselves.

This study will help you:

I.   
Understanding God’s purpose for your life (the vision).

II. 
Overcome barriers to accomplishing the vision.

III. 
Developing your vision.

IV. 
Apply and communicate the vision.

I. 
UNDERSTANDING GOD’S PURPOSE (the Vision)


A. 
What do the following verses reveal about God’s purpose for your life?



1. John 17:3



2. Matt 28:19-20



3. Matt 4:19



4. Isaiah 43:7


B. 
How did these men glorify God?





1. John 17:4



2. 2 Timothy 4:7-8


C. 
State your definition of what it means to glorify God.


D. 
How does glorifying God relate to God’s purpose for you?


E. 
Summarize (in your own words) the vision God has for every Christian and 
  

how a person fulfills that vision.

II. 
OVERCOMING BARRIERS


Too many times Christians do not accomplish God’s vision for their life b/c barriers are 
not dealt with. The following are major barriers that must be overcome to be apart of 
accomplishing God’s vision.
A.
Christians Committed To The Wrong Vision For Their Lives
1.
Read I Corinthians 3:9-15.  What is the right vision for our lives?

2.
Why will some Christians have nothing to show for their lives on earth?

3.
What are some things that Christians could be giving their lives to that 
would be building on the wrong foundation?

B.
Christians Not Seeing The Greatest Need Men Have

1.
What insights do the following verses give you about the need men have?

a)
Isaiah 53:6

b)
Isaiah 64:6

c)
Revelation 21:8

2.
Read Matt. 9:36-38 and list Jesus’ reaction to the need.

a)
How did He view the multitude?

b)
How did it make Him feel?

c)
What did He give as the solution to this need?

C.
Christians Not Possessing Eternal Perspective
Eternal Perspective is seeing that only God’s word (Is. 40:8) and men’s souls (Matt. 25:46) last forever.  To invest in anything other than these things is to invest in temporal things that will not last.  “Only one life, will soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.” C.T. Studd

Discuss as a group:

1. Is there anything that you are committed to that is keeping you from accomplishing God’s vision for your life?

2. How you can meet the greatest need men have?

3. How can you develop an eternal perspective on life?



4.   Are any other barriers to reaching God’s vision for your life?  



      Consider the following:
· Not staying connected to God’s Word / Prayer  (John 15:5).

· The desire to be comfortable (Luke 9:58).

· Not willing to get training (DESIRE + TRAINING = IMPACT).

· Parent’s desires / will for your life (Luke 14:26).

· Fear of the unknown (Heb 11:8).

III. 
DEVELOPING YOUR VISION


The vision is God’s call to every person to make disciples (Matt.28:19-20). 

Your vision is specifically “the who” and “the where” of fulfilling your purpose. 

(Note: you need to have a short term vision of how you want God to use you in your immediate sphere of 
influence, as well as a long term vision of how you want God to use you throughout your lifetime).


A. 
Look up the following verses to discover what God says about your vision.



1. Jeremiah 29:11-13



2. Psalms 139:13-16



3. Jeremiah 33:2-3


B. 
Your vision should contain the following ingredients:

1. Faith – Trust God to do something consistent with His character. Base 
your vision on His character and promises, not on your abilities or 
confidence. (Heb 11:1,6).

2. Obedience – Prepare yourself for what God has planned for you by 
being faithful to all you know to obey (Luke 16:10). As you grow in your 
obedience and training, God will increase your understanding of your 
vision.


3. Training – Put yourself in a position to be trained further in how to 
accomplish God’s vision for your life (2Timothy 2:2).  Do not expect 
someone else to be responsible for you, but take personal responsibility for 
your training.


4. Strategy – Take time to draw out a specific plan of how God wants to 
use you.   Identify what you want Him to accomplish and what you must 
do.


C. 
Write out a short term vision of what you want God to accomplish through your 


life this year by answering the following questions:



1. What am I trusting God to do?


2. What must I obey to prepare myself for this?



3. What further training do I need this year?



4. What will my strategy be?

IV.
APPLY AND COMMUNICATE THE VISION
Christ’s clearest statement of vision is Matthew 28:19-20.  The one who has God’s vision is simply taking personal responsibility for the Great Commission.  LeRoy Eims says, “The Great Commission must be our thoughts, our time, our life.”

A.
The following is a letter written by a man of vision.  Read it and discuss with your 
group how this man lived out his vision as well as why he had the wrong vision.

Many Christians felt strongly rebuked when Billy Graham first read publicly the following letter, written by an American college student who had been converted to communism in Mexico.  The purpose of the letter was to explain to his fiancée why he had to break off their engagement:

“We communists have a high casualty rate.  We’re the ones who get shot and hung and lynched and tarred and feathered and jailed and slandered, ridiculed and fired from our jobs and in every other way made as uncomfortable as possible.  A certain percentage of us get killed or imprisoned.  We live in virtual poverty.  We turn back to the party every penny we make above what is absolutely necessary to keep us alive.  We communists don’t have the time or money for many movies, or concerts of T-bone steaks, or decent homes and new cars.  We’ve been described as fanatics.  We are fanatics.  Our lives are dominated by one great overshadowing factor, the struggle for communism.


We communists have a philosophy of life which no amount of money could buy.  We have a cause to fight for, a definite purpose in life.  We subordinate our petty, personal selves into a great movement of humanity, and if our personal lives seem hard, or our egos appear to suffer through subordination to the party, then we are adequately compensated by the thought that each of us in his small way is contributing to something new and true and better for mankind.  There is one thing in which I am in dead earnest and that is the Communist cause.  It is my life, my business, my bread and meat, my sweetheart, my wife, my mistress.  I work at it at in the daytime and dream of it at night.  Its hold on me grows, not lessens as time goes on.  Therefore, I cannot carry on a friendship, a love affair, or even a conversation without relating it to this force which both drives and guides my life.  I evaluate people, books, ideas, and actions according to how they affect the Communist cause and by their attitude toward it.  I’ve already been in jail because of my ideas and if necessary, I’m ready to go before a firing squad.”

If Communists can be as dedicated as this to their cause, how much more should Christians pour themselves out in loving, glad devotion to their glorious Lord.  Surely if the Lord Jesus is worth anything, He is worth everything.

B.
Have someone in the group explain how multiplication is God’s strategy for 
accomplishing His vision.  Calculate how many years it will take to reach the 
world by multiplication.  Contrast this with an addition strategy.

