PHILOSOPHY OF EVANGELISM

I.
Acts 17 Paul at Mars Hill (Athens)
A.
Presents an Existential (Cultural) Apologetic (truth seen/lived)

1.
Fallen man still sees truth (distorted but not destroyed)

2.
Highlights what their philosophy has in common with Christian world view

3.
Acknowledged that God was at work in their midst

4.
Quoted their poets/philosophers

5.
Pointed out to them what destination that were really seeking

B.
Presents the evidential/historical apologetic (truth spoken)

1.
The person of Christ 

2.
The resurrection:  Note the Responses:

a.  Exposed and Interested


b.  Not Exposed, Yet Interested


c.  Not Interested

C.
Sees evangelism process and not simply presentation as appropriate follow up to their responsiveness (Acts 17:2, 32-34)

--ex. Col 4:2-6

II. 
The nature of the word PERSUADE (2 Cor 5:9, Acts 26:28)
A.
Help you see what you really want from your world view (the destination/ aim)

B.
Make your argument, help you see the logical conclusion your world view will lead to

C.
Help you see that the Christian world view is the way to get where you want to go (your aim)

Observations...using other forms of media and presentation:

1. 
Is not entertainment, it is LANGUAGE.

2. 
Is not a replacement to the evidential apologetic, but AMPLIFIES THE MESSAGE.
3. 
Helps construct a cultural (existential) apologetic ...with the absence of a Christian worldview as the foundation of society, family, and even the church losing its saltiness, a cultural apologetic points out FALLACIES of the dominate world view as well as the FULFILLMENT. (Prov. 26:4)

4.  
Adds other senses to the learning process...similar to #1 and 2...the goal is communication...we must not be as ostriches or even Mennonite like... God Does not feel threatened or in competition with developing communication methods. (ex. Radio)
